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The History of James Radford Millard and His Wife Catherine Richards

Chapter 10: James Millard and his Son William Serve Missions

By 1879, James’ health was poor.  He’d felt things had
not gone well for the last few years, so he found a quiet
place and knelt down to pray.  He told the Lord if his
life could be spared, if he could be healed from his
afflictions, he would serve a mission.  He soon regained
his health whereupon he told Bishop Hess that he was
willing to go on a mission.  

He left Utah on the first day of May, 1879, serving in
Alabama.  John, now twenty-four, took care of his three
younger siblings in addition to teaching at the local
school and taking care of his father’s farm.   James
worried greatly about his children and their livelihood,
so he wrote often, telling them what crops to plant and
how to care for them.  After one year of missionary
service, James’ health again declined.  He was released
and able to return home to his family.  

John James Millard Marries Keturah Haight

Shortly after James’ return from Alabama, John was sealed to Keturah Haight in the Endowment
House by Apostle Daniel H. Wells.  They named their first daughter, born in January of 1881,
after John’s deceased sister Alice.  At the conclusion of that school year, John worked all summer
for a railroad company trying to earn enough money to buy property and build a home for his
family.

In 1882 the U.S. Government passed the Morrill Anti-Bigamy Act, and federal marshals began in
earnest to prosecute polygamists.  Although James never remarried after Catherine’s death, he
was supportive of his neighbors who were polygamists.  James and his son William, by now
seventeen, often worked together to find hiding places for these men to prevent their arrests. 

James Radford Millard served a mission to the
Southern States in 1879-1880.

The 1880 census shows John Millard as the head of his family, caring for his three younger siblings and his father’s
farm and orchard while James Millard served as a missionary in the Southern States Mission.  Certainly good
neighbors helped.  The Hadfields lived next door and Aurelia and Thomas Rogers were two doors away.
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William later told his children that when he arrived home late, he did not dare go to bed without
first lighting a lamp because he never knew who he might find in his bed. 

At this time, Walter Grover headed south to Kamas, Utah, outside Park City, where he chopped
trees and hauled lumber to a sawmill on the Provo River.  His father furnished the oxen for this
job, but Walter’s wages were needed by his father’s older wife Loduska and Walter was forced to
give them to her.  Being very unhappy, he left home again, this time back to Provo where he
worked on the construction of the Denver and Rio Grand Railway to Colorado.  

His working skills did not go unnoticed, and although just approaching his twenty-first birthday,
Walter was hired as a foreman with the responsibility of moving ties from Provo fifteen miles
north to American Fork.  When that job was completed, he and some associates headed south to
Spanish Fork Canyon where they worked on building the train line there.  After paying for his
food, Walter was left with $1.40 after ten hours of labor each day.  He and his friends slept in
unheated railroad cars during this winter.  It was difficult work, but Walter felt it was the best
paying job he could find, and he endured because he was working to save money for a future
family.  By this time he and Cecelia Millard were romantically involved. 

Horton David Haight Leaves Farmington to Colonize Oakley, Idaho

In this year of 1882, Horton Haight was called by President John Taylor to colonize Cassia
County, Idaho, one hundred and fifty miles north.  Brother Haight was set apart as the presiding
elder and many members of the extended Haight family chose to go with him to Idaho.   President1

Haight encouraged many of the young men of Farmington to accompany him.  While this new
settlement would be difficult, it would be a great opportunity for young families to acquire land
and have a promising start.  John Millard, President Haight’s son-in-law, was among those who
were preparing to go.

Walter learned about the mission to Cassia County and decided to join.  Walter’s daughter Mary
would later describe him as “practically boiling over with pioneer blood.”  Walter left Provo and
returned to Farmington in time to travel with the first group of men who left in the spring.  Upon
arriving in Cassia, they spread out as they staked out their homesteads. Walter and some friends
traveled fifteen miles west to Willow Creek, not far from the Snake River.  In order to properly
homestead the property, these men had to comply with the Homestead Act, which was signed into
law by President Lincoln in 1862.  Settlers were required to improve the land and then file for the
deed of title. 

The men worked together for two months to get logs from the mountains in order to build homes. 
In June most of these men returned to Farmington for their families, but Walter and a few other
men stayed in Idaho.  Walter had staked out eighty acres and as a result had to earn one hundred
dollars to pay for the title.  He and his associates traveled one hundred and fifty miles west to
Soda Springs to obtain employment where they cut ties for the railroad company.  

Unfortunately, Walter was kicked in the face by a horse and was hurt so badly he was taken to
Logan.  The doctor there found that while his upper and lower eyelids were cut, his eye was not
injured at all.  He stitched Walter up and encouraged him to rest for a few days.  Walter decided
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this would be a good opportunity to return to Farmington where he could stay with his mother
and visit Cecelia.  Cecelia, now twenty, lived at home with her father, her older sister Mary, and
their younger brother William.  By this time William, age sixteen, was the secretary of the
Farmington Sunday School, a position he held for seven years.

In the meantime, the other homesteaders packed their belongings and families and made the long
trek back to Idaho.  John Millard and his wife Keturah were among those who left Farmington in
late July for the new town of Oakley.  Joining them were Loren Robinson and his new bride,
Sarah Richards, one of the youngest daughters of Apostle Franklin D. Richards. To the surprise
of many, Loren had not married Mary Millard, his longtime sweetheart.   The reason why is now2

lost to history.  

The trip to Oakley took thirteen days in covered wagons.  John
and Keturah lived in a two-room log cabin which John finished
that fall.  That winter John began teaching school again, although
he worked on his farm in the summers.

Walter remained at home with his family.  His father Thomas was
seventy-five, with his numerous children and their families spread
throughout Utah. Thomas seemed happy to have Walter back in
Farmington, and Thomas asked him to remain home for the rest of
the summer to bring in the harvest on his large farm.  Walter cut
the hay and grain and harvested the corn and husked it for the
animals.  

After four months of hard work, Thomas offered Walter fifty
dollars. Walter had expected much more than that and petitioned
his father, reminding him that he could have returned to Soda
Springs and made enough money to pay for the title on his
property at Willow Creek.  Thomas did not have the money to pay him, but he did give him a
wagon which was needed and appreciated.  

Cecelia Sarah Millard Marries Walter L Grover

At this point Walter, now twenty-three, proposed marriage to Cecelia.  She accepted.  They
traveled to Salt Lake in January of 1883 where they received their endowments and were married
in the Endowment House.   When the roads were clear of snow in March, they loaded the wagon3

with all their goods and supplies and traveled to Oakley, the trip taking nine days.  

The young couple lived in Oakley that summer and fall, near Cecelia’s brother John and his wife
Keturah, who gave birth to their second child that spring, a son named James Horton after John
and Keturah’s fathers.  In January, Cecelia gave birth to her first child, a son they named George
Frederick.  That summer they moved to a one-room log cabin Walter had built at their homestead
property on Willow Creek.

The Logan Temple was dedicated in 1884.  This became a great blessing for the members of the

Walter L Grover was “boiling over
with pioneer blood,” according to
his daughter Mary.
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LDS Church in northern Utah and Idaho.  Also that year, Apostle
Joseph F. Smith set apart James Millard, now fifty-six years old, as a
member of the Davis Stake high council, where he would serve for the
next fifteen years.  James was a trusted member of Farmington, and in
addition to serving in this respected calling, he had also been
appointed by his bishop to serve as a water master who regulated the
irrigation streams in his large ward, ensuring that each farmer received
his rightful share of water.  A great deal of peacemaking was required
to be a water master, and James held this position for many, many
years.

While John Millard worked as a schoolteacher in Oakley and
homesteaded his own property, his brother-in-law Walter was having
problems finding work to raise cash.  The stock and sheep owners
near his property at Willow Creek owned the water rights and would
not share, so Walter and the other young farmers had claimed
property without the ability to successfully farm.  

Walter was able to haul wood from the mountains, and by 1885
Walter had added a granary to the property, plus a barn and chicken coops.  Cecelia had given
birth to their second son, Leslie, in the log cabin.  On Sundays the family climbed in the wagon
and traveled fifteen miles to church in Oakley where they would see John and his family, which
now included three children, John Joseph having been born just after Christmas in 1885.

The deadline was approaching for Walter to secure his
deed, and even without water rights, Walter felt he had to
buy the title to his claim so as to not lose his investment. 
He had in the past sheared sheep for Rozel Hunter, the
son of early Davis County pioneers.  Rozel’s wife Effie
had been born in Farmington and Rozel and Walter had
known each other for many years.  Rozel had settled in
Oakley and Walter approached him about a loan of
eighty-five dollars.  Rozel didn’t even blink.  Without
asking for any kind of a promissory note, he told Walter
to tell the manager of the Oakley coop store to let Walter
borrow the money from his account.  Walter and Cecelia
were both so grateful.  They secured the title and paid
Rozel back as soon as they could, with interest.  

In 1886 Walter found a nice piece of land in the new
community of Elba, on the west side of the mountain
from Willow Creek.  This property had a spring, which
made it more appealing than Willow Creek. Over the
summer he had worked to haul logs from the canyon, had
them sawed into boards and then had moved the lumber
to his new property.  In August Walter sold the buildings

Cecelia and Walter Grover,
1886, with sons Leslie and

George.

Family of John James and Ketura Millard in
1886.  Children are, baby John Joseph, James
Horton and Alice Elizabeth.  Photo courtesy of
Debora DeDen, a descendent.
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on his Willow Creek property to a rancher, who moved everything to his own property.  Walter
then took his wife and two sons and all their worldly goods in a covered wagon over the mountain
to Elba.  

When they arrived, they emptied the wagon, including their stove, which they placed in a select
spot on their land.  Walter then took the wagon box off the axles where it rested on the ground. 
He put the bows in the wagon box and Cecelia put on the canvas cover.  That became their
bedroom.  The family lived like this, out in the open, for several days, while Walter built a one-
room frame house from the lumber.  After that, he went to the canyon every day except Sunday to
haul the logs for more rooms on the house and for other buildings.  

Before the first snow arrived that year, Walter had added two larger rooms in front of the original
frame house.  He had also built a stable for the horses and cows, coops for the chickens and a pen
for the pigs.  That winter was particularly severe, but the family stayed warm and comfortable in
their new home, although because of the heavy snows, they didn’t see many people.  Walter
preferred the community of Elba to Willow Creek because
he could get work anytime he needed cash.  They enjoyed
the association with other ward members, where each
Sunday the bishop would announce who was going to kill a
cow that week so ward members to buy what they needed
from that person.  Walter was called to be the president of
the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association. 

The following year in 1887, Horton Haight was called to be
the president of the Cassia Idaho Stake, which covered large
parts of Idaho, Utah and Nevada.  When President Haight
and his counselors visited the various wards, they traveled
on horseback with camping equipment.

In the spring of 1887, Walter Grover dug a ten foot pond at
the mouth of his spring and rocked it in with a wall.  Crystal
clear water soon filled the rock pond and then flowed out
the lower side, which Walter directed to their garden.  The
next year, early in the spring of 1888, Mary Elizabeth
Grover was born in the little log home.

President Taylor died in the summer of 1887.  Because of
intense persecution of LDS leaders due to polygamy,
Wilford Woodruff, the president of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, was forced to remain in
hiding.  He had been in Sanpete County when he learned of President Taylor’s passing, and while
he returned to Salt Lake City, he did not appear in any public meetings for two years, as federal
marshals were determined to arrest him.  He was sustained as president of the LDS Church in
1889, retaining President Taylor’s counselors.  
By this time William Millard had moved to Salt Lake City where he attended the University of
Deseret.  The university, organized by Brigham Young in 1850, struggled for a few years,
meeting in a one-room adobe building downtown.  The university began offering regular classes in

A baby picture of my grandmother Mary
Elizabeth Grover Innes would be appropriate
here, but I don’t have one. A kind, gentle
woman, Mary was deeply proud of her
pioneer parents. This photo was taken in
1951, nine years after she was widowed at
age 53.
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1867, and by 1884 students met at a campus
four blocks north of the LDS Temple where
Washington Elementary now stands.  In
1886 the first students graduated with a
two-year education degree, and by 1887
William had graduated with his teaching
degree and was ordained a Seventy.  

The following year William accepted a
mission call to serve in the Southern States. 
He later told his children that on the train to
South Carolina, he was accompanied by a
doctor he knew from Salt Lake.  William
had a sandwich with bread his sister Mary
had made, butter from their cow and jam
from their fruit trees.  The doctor had

nothing to eat, so William shared his meal with him.  

Like most missionaries, William traveled without purse or scrip, and he often found it difficult to
eat corn bread and fat bacon, staples in the south at that time.  One day he and his companion
walked along a lonely road.  They became very hungry, but there were no homes they could see. 
They happened upon two ears of corn which had fallen off a farmer’s wagon, which they ate. 
William recalled that no food up to that time had ever tasted so good.

With William on his mission, James invited Cecelia to bring her three children to live with him and
Mary over the summer of 1889 while they awaited the birth of her fourth child.  James felt that
she would receive better medical care in Farmington than in Elba.  As a result, little Alice was
born in James’ home in September of that year.  The next month in Oakley, Keturah gave birth to
her fourth child, Annie Catherine, named after John’s mother.

After Cecelia returned to Idaho, James continued to live in his home with his daughter Mary.  By
the late 19  century, Farmington had a population of three thousand people, a tenth the size ofth

Salt Lake City.  Mary, now in her late twenties, was a skilled seamstress and adept at cooking and
helping her father with their farm and orchard.  She participated in a sewing class  taught by
Ortentia Leonard.  

The students in this class were among the first to participate in the raising of silkworms and the
production of silk for their dresses.  As early as 1870, silkworms were growing in Farmington
homes.  The women worked tirelessly to grow the mulberry trees in their yards, the leaves of
which fed the caterpillars.  Many of the trees still stand today.  Even though many women were
squeamish about handling the worms, their desire to have fabric other than cotton and wool
motivated them to persevere. 

A leader in the Farmington silk industry was Laurinda Robinson, one of the wives of
Farmington’s first bishop.  Wearing their silk dresses, the members of this sewing club posed for a
portrait.  Some of the members went on to start their own classes, such as Lizzie Cottrell, who

Wilford Woodruff, center, was sustained as president of the
LDS Church in 1889, keeping George Q. Cannon, right, and
Joseph Smith, left, as counselors.
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began working with young Maud Walker who lived in
Kaysville, five miles north of Farmington.  

One night in 1890, James received a visitation from a
friend of his, Joseph Pollard, who had recently passed
away in Salt Lake City.  Joseph told James that his wife
and daughter were in need, and he had hidden some
money which his wife didn’t know about.  Brother
Pollard wanted James to get the money and give it to
his family.  

This weighed heavily on James and he did not sleep for
the rest of the night.  The next morning after James had
milked his cows and was returning them to the field, he
was again visited by Brother Pollard.  The following
day James took the train to Salt Lake City and visited
with Brother Pollard’s bishop.  He told the bishop
where the money was hidden and the bishop assured
him he would take care of it, and James wasn’t
bothered again by Brother Pollard.

Working hard on his mission, William and his
companion preached the restored gospel of Jesus Christ
in North and South Carolina and Virginia.  His
perception was that in general the people weren’t very receptive to their message of the Restored
Gospel.  One day a mob held William and his companion and were preparing to tar and feather
them.  As the two elders quietly prayed for help, the men in the mob began arguing among
themselves.  William and his companion crawled between of the legs of the men as they fought,
escaping to a home where the people hid the elders in their attic.  They laid on the rafters for
several hours until the danger passed.  

In another instance, a mob had gathered around William and his companion, and they again
prayed to know what to do.  They both felt inspired to begin singing hymns.  As they sang, the
mob quietly dispersed.  William felt that the Lord “had his hand in many of the things that
happened to help them get out of some of the incidents safely.” 

Despite all of his difficulties, William considered his mission to be very successful.  He worked
closely in fellowshipping and strengthening the Dean family, of whom several members had
recently joined the LDS Church.  The father, James, was a doctor, and he and his wife Esther had
joined the church a few years earlier, as had James’ married sister Elvira.  Elvira’s twenty-five-
year-old daughter Mary Jane was baptized just before William arrived in the mission field.  

The family became very close to Elder Millard, and William gave the Dean family a hymnal.  The
hymn book is still in the family today.   4

After two years of service, William was released from his mission and returned to Utah before

Late 19  century photo of a Farmington sewingth

group, led by Ortentia Leonard, center.  Mary
Millard is front left.  Top rigth is Sarah Robinson
Hinman, sister to Loren Robinson, who Mary
would later marry.  Top left is Lizzie Cottrell
who would later teach Maud Walker her sewing
skills.
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Christmas of 1890.

William obtained a job teaching school in Syracuse, fifteen
miles from his father’s home, and he soon began courting
twenty-year-old Maud Walker.  

Alice Maud Walker was the daughter of James and Alice
Walker who were early settlers of Kaysville.  Brother
Walker, a polygamist,
had lived for several
years in Morgan County,
thirty miles east in the
mountains, where he had
served as branch
president.  Soon after his
marriage to Alice, James
moved both of his
families to Kaysville. 

When Maud was just fourteen, her mother died and the
responsibility of helping to care for six younger siblings fell to
her.  Maud was close to all of her siblings and their families. 
Maud ‘s sewing abilities, learned at the hand of Sister
Cottrell, proved to be very valuable throughout her life.  

Walter and Cecelia Millard Move to Garland, Utah

In 1891 a terrible influenza epidemic spread through the little town of Elba.  Everyone was sick
including Walter, Cecelia and their four children. Cecelia was at that time expecting her fifth child,
and her constant coughing brought labor on early.  Fortunately, little James Millard, named after
his grandfather, was born healthy.  The family’s loving neighbors helped as best they could until
Cecelia recovered enough to care for her family again.  

Outside of illness, Walter and Cecelia got along very well in Elba.  They had many chickens and
their hens seemed to lay eggs all winter long, even during blizzards.  The cows were healthy, so
the family always had milk and butter, and Cecelia was even able to make cheese.  They had
plenty of potatoes, enough to feed the pigs.  However, the pigs seemed to like the potatoes better
when they were cooked.  One day their older boys, George and Leslie, were putting wood in a
large can to cook the potatoes, and little Alice got too close.  Her dress caught on fire and
according to Cecelia, the boys “worked like little beavers and put the fire out, but not until it had
burned the front of her dress and apron completely off.  She had on a little wool petticoat or she
would have been severely burned.”  As it was, Alice was fine, but the boys had some burns on
their hands.  

That summer Walter and Cecelia learned of a pioneering opportunity closer to home.  They
moved to Garland, Utah, a new community sixty miles north of Farmington, where they were able

William Joseph Millard inscribed the
flyleaf of a hymnal he presented to the
Dean family while on his mission.  The
hymnal is still in the family.

Alice Maud Walker married William
Joseph Millard in 1893.  The couple spent
their honeymoon in Logan helping James
Millard with temple work.
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to acquire eighty acres.  However, they arrived too late in the season to build a home, so they
spent the winter in Farmington in the home Walter had built for his mother.  The next summer
they settled in Garland, and within a few years Walter was called to be the branch president.

In 1892, Mary Millard, still at home with her father, was called to be a counselor in a new Primary
presidency in the Farmington Ward.

William Joseph Millard Marries Maud Walker

In early 1893, William Joseph, age twenty-
seven, married Maud in the Logan Temple.
Maud had prepared a trousseau, which
included bed linens and twenty yards of rag
carpet she had made herself, several quilts
and pillows, and fruit and pickles which she
had canned.  

After their wedding, they stayed a week in
Logan to assist William’s father James with
ordinance work.  Temple records show that
Mary, Celia and even her husband Walter
Grover assisted James with this work at
various times.

In the spring, William and Maud moved to
Robin, Idaho, a ten-year-old settlement
thirty miles south of Pocatello.  Their team
of horses pulled a wagon with all their
belongings, including the items from
Maud’s trousseau.  Also in the wagon was a
crate filled with chickens.  Following along
was their only cow.  As they passed through
Layton, they visited Maud’s half-brother,
Charles Layton.  He gave them a pig, which
joined the cow behind the wagon, although
he didn’t travel peacefully or willingly. 

Upon arriving in Robin, the only place they could find to live was in a granary which protected
them from the elements, although not from chipmunks, which raced around their bed.  They
acquired one hundred and sixty acres of good fields to homestead around the brow of a hill. 
William immediately began chopping trees in the canyons and hauling the wood to their property. 
Within six weeks he had built a two-room log cabin situated on the hill. This home had a shingle
roof and an attic.  Maud made rag carpets for the kitchen and bedroom floors, but she kept the
wooden living room floor clean with whitewash.  Maud cleaned and scrubbed to keep her home
spotless and cozy.  She was determined to make the best of any situation, and her abilities as a
cook helped tremendously. By the end of the year they were blessed with the birth of their first

In 1882 John James and Keturah Millard were among the first
pioneers of Oakley, Idaho.  The next year Walter L Grover and
his bride Cecelia Millard joined them, but soon settled in
Willow Creek, then Elba.  In 1891 Walter and Cecelia
pioneered the new settlement of Garland, Utah.  In 1893
William Joseph and his wife Maud settled in Robin, but in 1907
they returned to Farmington.
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1.Twenty-four years later, David B. Haight, Keturah’s nephew, would be born in Oakley.  In 1976 David would be
ordained an apostle.

2.Interestingly, it is from the biography of Sarah Richards Robinson that we learn, “Mary [Millard] was considered
to be [Grandfather Robinson’s] sweetheart.”

3.The names they used at this time were Walter L Grover and Celia Sarah Millard.

4.Descendants of the Dean family believed William had baptized their family members.  Except for Mary Jane’s
baptism in 1888, Family Search shows their baptismal dates to be in 1882. In 2004, William’s granddaughter,
Allene Whitesides of Safford, Virginia, served  in the Washington D. C. Temple with Vicki Allgaier, of
Brunswick, Maryland, a descendant of Dr. James Dean.  They made the family connection and Sister Allgaier
wrote, “[William’s] sacrifice was very important especially for one particular family.  I know there are hundreds in
my family who are members today because of this courageous missionary.”  Clearly, William’s testimony and
strength in the Gospel made a difference for the Dean family.

child, a daughter they named Ivy.  

William worked hard to clear his land and plant crops.  Wood for fuel still
came from the canyons, and when this was necessary, he’d take his team
and wagon and be gone all day long.  He sold his produce, hay, grain and
potatoes in Pocatello.  On these trips he’d often be gone two days,
bringing a little candy and occasionally ginger snaps for Ivy and later her
siblings.

After a few years, William and Maud decided to move the house closer to
the fields.  Before the house was settled on its new foundation, a hard
west wind blew during the night and the house rocked back and forth, moving the beds across the
rooms.  William soon secured the foundation and built a cellar.  He also added a large room onto
the back of the house.  They put the kitchen stove in this room not far from the cellar entrance,
making it easy for Maud to have access to her fruits and vegetables.  This large room also had a
large cupboard with screen doors where she kept milk and butter.  When strong winds would
blow, the family would spend the night in the cellar, safe and sound.  

William was active in different auxiliaries in the ward, but in carrying forward what he had learned
in Farmington, he organized a drama group and a band, in which he played the drums, the clarinet
and the flute.  His associates credited him with to providing high-quality entertainment for their
community for dances and other events. 

Endnotes for Chapter 10:

Ivy, oldest child of William
Joseph and Maud.
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